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Ethics Forum 2011-2012 

Angus Dawson (PhD) is Professor of Public Health Ethics and Director of the 

Centre for Biomedical Ethics, University of Birmingham, UK. His background 

is in philosophy, but he has specialised in teaching ethics to health care          

professionals and medical students for the last fifteen years. His main research 

interests are in public health ethics (particularly vaccinations and issues related 

to lifestyle choices) and the use of empirical evidence in moral arguments 

(particularly in relation to problems in gaining informed consent in clinical     

trials). He is joint Editor-in-Chief of the journal Public Health Ethics and joint 

coordinator of the International Association of Bioethics’ Public Health Ethics 

Network (InterPHEN). He has raised over £1.5 million in grant income and been 

involved in research projects funded by the CDC, WHO, European Union and 

the Public Health Agency of Canada on a range of issues related to public health 

ethics. He has published over seventy papers and is editor or co-editor of five collections of original papers 

mainly on topics in public health ethics, including (with Marcel Verweij) Prevention, Ethics, & Public Health, 

Oxford University Press (2007) and Dawson, A. (ed.) Public Health Ethics: Key Concepts and Issues in Policy 

and Practice, Cambridge University Press (2011). 


